
  
1 

www.themodern.org 

 
   CONTACT: 
   Kendal Smith Lake 
   Manager of Communication 
   817.738.9215 x167 
   kendal@themodern.org 
   www.themodern.org 
 
Fort Worth, TX 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 30, 2017  
 
 

Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth Presents 
Misty Keasler: Haunt 

September 23 – November 26, 2017 
 
 

Misty Keasler: Haunt will be on view to the public at the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth from September 23 
through November 26, 2017. The exhibition is organized by Andrea Karnes, Senior Curator of the Modern Art 
Museum of Fort Worth. Special exhibitions are included in general Museum admission: $10 for adults; $4 for seniors 
(60+) and students with identification; free for children 12 and under; free for Modern members.  
 
Thirteen themed haunted houses across America make up the imagery for Misty Keasler’s Haunt, 2015–2017. A 
driving force behind this series, which depicts interior rooms and exterior scenes, is that the subject matter takes 
photography to the edge of where it fails as a medium.  “Photographs,” Keasler explains, “are often used to document 
an experience, yet the experience of walking through a haunted house is completely lost in each of the still images. 
Also, the houses use sound, including fear frequencies, to unnerve you at a biological level; darkening effects, like 
lighting a house almost entirely with flashes of lightning; smells, like the very distinct smell of death, or cheap perfume—
and these sensory components are missing. The tension in knowing any number of characters are waiting in the dark to 
jump out at you is lost in these images as well—the immersive experience just does not translate.” Where photography 
fails, however, is the point at which Haunt, detailing the various Baroque themes of the houses, creates another type of 
tension.  It allows lingering looks—something that is not possible at actual haunts where visitors are shuttled through on 
a forced and darkened path—and, the more we look, the more terrifying the scenes become. 
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Approximately 40 photographs (out of 104) that feature American haunted houses are included in this exhibition. 
These photographs are unpopulated, apart from a few gory figurative props such as severed heads, monsters, and 
dead bodies. Without people, the rooms themselves, in their display of psycho-narratives, become captivating portraits 
of persona. Who would put these rooms together this way? Who makes up the market for such places, paying to be 
scared? And what does this say about American culture?  
 
Of this exhibition, senior curator Andrea Karnes says, “The imagery in Haunt is both beautiful and horrific, but 
moreover, the series magnifies the strangeness of the existence of such places, where fantasies are manifested. People 
desire, and will pay for, the sensation of fear, and that is a surprising and provocative revelation that comes out in these 
works.” 
 
In addition to the photographs of haunts, this exhibition includes a separate series of approximately 15 portraits (out of 
40) of haunted house actors in monster costumes.  
 
Misty Keasler’s work is included in the permanent collections of the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Museum of 
Fine Arts in Houston, Dallas Museum of Art, Museum of Contemporary Photography in Chicago, Kiyosato Museum of 
Photographic Arts in Japan, and the Ogden Museum of Southern Art. She holds an undergraduate degree from 
Columbia College and an MFA from Bard College. She lives and works in Dallas, Texas. 
 
 
For a checklist, high-resolution images, or to schedule an interview, please e-mail the Modern Art Museum of 
Fort Worth, info@themodern.org. 
 
 
LOCATION 
Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth 
3200 Darnell Street 
Fort Worth, Texas 76107 
Telephone 817.738.9215 
Toll-Free 1.866.824.5566 
www.themodern.org 
  
Museum Gallery Hours 
Tue 10 am-7 pm (Feb-Apr, Jun-Jul, Sep-Nov) 
Tue-Sun 10 am-5 pm 
Fri 10 am-8 pm 
  
General Admission Prices (includes special exhibition) 
$4 for students with ID and seniors (60+) 
$10 for adults (13+) 
Free for children 12 and under 
Free for Modern members 
Free every Sunday and half-price every Wednesday. 
  

mailto:info@themodern.org
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CAFÉ MODERN 
Lunch 
Tue-Fri 11 am-2:30 pm 
Brunch 
Sat-Sun 10 am-3 pm 
Dinner 
Fri 5-8:30 pm 
Coffee, snacks, and dessert  
10 am-4:30 pm 
 
The Museum is closed Monday and holidays, including New Year's Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas Eve, and Christmas.  
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