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KM is pleased to present the second solo exhibition of Adriana Arroyo featuring new sculptural and 
photographic works. For the show titled Polytropos: Turning many ways, the artist draws analogies 
between scientific and creative practices and organic and chemical changes in the body. The Greek 
poet attributes the term polytropos to his hero Odysseus, who experiences physical and mental twists 
and turns during his Odyssey. Based on the metaphorical meaning of the word, Adriana Arroyo creates 
poetic fields using scientific, historical and personal narrative threads. She references the processes of 
transformation both in nature and in the mind and body of man. The constellation of the works are 
linked to inner emotions and historical references in her works. Interwoven, they form a new body 
made of motifs of transformation. The shifting of seemingly reliable, stable surfaces, be it in 
geological, architectural or biochemical contexts, allows them to be sensed as borders in constant flux. 
  
Her new group of works refers to Jay Griffith’s book Tristimania, in which the author analyzes her 
mental illness for the period of a year and describes the human mind as an instable, overlapping 
organism that is permanently in motion—like the tectonic plates of the earth or the instability of 
political relations. During her research at the London Geological Society, Arroyo discovered that 
drawing an analogy between the constitution of the earth and the human body was a widespread 
scientific method in geological research in the 19th century, since the technological possibilities at the 
time were very limited and scientists therefore made strong reference to personal states and 
observations. 
Adriana Arroyo has always been interested in these fragile conditions in her artistic work. Her 
biography has been influenced by earthquakes and convulsions of nature, which she sees as a radical 
force to renew both geological and social structures. In her work, she appears to arrest time, allowing 
the viewer to momentarily sense the changes of the earth in an intense way, changes that usually occur 
unseen underground. 
Arroyo views the exhibition space as an opportunity to bring together conditions and relations that at 
times appear complex. These are not merely pictorial associations; with her conceptual works, Arroyo 
penetrates deep into human consciousness and addresses both the memory of earth and the memory of 
the human body. 
 
 
 
 
Adriana Arroyo (*1981 in San José, Costa Rica) lives and works in Berlin. In 2013 she finished the 2-year-studioprogramm 
of De Ateliers in Amsterdam. Her last exhibitions were among others: ¿Cuánta Tierra Necesita un Hombre?, Despacio, San 
José, Costa Rica (Solo, 2016), Money, Good and Evil, Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, Emergency III - Volcanic 
contexts, Teor/éTica, San José, Costa Rica (Solo, 2015), Unstable Strata, Gabriel Rolt Galerie, Amsterdam, Netherlands 
(Solo, 2014), A Paradise Built in Hell, Kunstverein Hamburg (2014) und On White I’ and ‘On White II, Geukens & De Vil, 
Antwerp and Knokke (2014). Her films have been shown at the Toronto International Film Festival, Forum Expanded of the 
Berlinale Film Festival Berlin, Shortfilmfestival Oberhausen and others (all 2011). 
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