
	

	
	

La	Galerie,	74	Hollywood	Road,	Central,	Hong	Kong																		www.lagalerie.hk																			+852	2540	4777	

	
	
	
	
FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	
	
	
ATTENTION:	Arts	Editors	and	Photography	Collectors	

	

LA	GALERIE	PARIS	1839	PRESENTS	<Three	Gorges>	

In	the	presence	of	the	artist,	Zeng	Nian	

	

Exhibition	of	photography	

	La	 Galerie	 Paris	 1839	 is	 delighted	 to	 present	 the	 collection	 Three	 Gorges	 by	 Zeng	 Nian,	 a	 Chinese	
photographer	who	works	 in	France.	The	exhibition	will	be	held	 from	20th	September	 to	29th	October	
2017,	with	 the	 opening	 night	 on	 19th	 September	 2017,	 in	 La	 Galerie	 Paris	 1839,	 G/F,	 74	 Hollywood	
Road,	Central.		
	
The	Three	Gorges	series	gave	Zeng	Nian	an	international	reputation	as	the	witness	of	the	culture,	the	
history	and	the	great	changes	of	China.	The	Three	Gorges	series	is	named	after	the	Three	Gorges	Dam,	
which	 is	 the	 world’s	 largest	 hydraulic	 dam	 located	 in	 the	 province	 of	 Hubei	 in	 the	 heart	 of	 China.	
During	 the	 14	 years,	 Zeng	 Nian	 photographed	 the	 process	 of	 the	 dam's	 construction,	 from	 the	
beginning	until	the	impoundment.	In	addition	to	producing	hydroelectricity,	the	goal	of	the	dam	was	to	
reduce	 flooding.	This	project,	partly	 in	 service	since	2009,	had	a	complete	 transformation	 to	a	 lot	of	
people’s	lives.	The	construction	of	the	huge	dam	made	over	one	million	people	leaving	their	house.		
	
Zeng	sees	the	vast	region	of	the	Three	Gorges	as	of	immense	historical	importance	to	China.	He	did	not	
only	 witness	 the	 transformation,	 but	 he	 also	 captured	 those	 dramatic	 and	 violent	moments	 before	
they	would	vanish	beneath	water	so	they	would	not	be	forgotten.	“I	wanted	to	photograph	the	things	
and	people	I	knew	would	disappear	one	day.”		
	
The	choice	of	a	wide-angle,	panoramic	6:17	format	in	his	series	Three	Gorges	projects	a	certain	sadness,	
a	 sense	 of	melancholy	 that	matches	 the	 disappearance	of	 the	 Three	Gorges.	His	 photos	 are	 shaded	
with	 nostalgia	 and	 filled	 with	 humanity	 from	 his	 investigation	 of	 the	 social	 and	 cultural	 realities	 of	
China	in	the	throes	of	changes.	Allowing	us	to	entre	the	space	and	moment	of	the	past,	Zeng’s	works	
are	indeed	a	true	experience	to	the	old	China.		
	
With	Zeng’s	work,	we	can	see	the	Three	Gorges	as	the	symbol	of	richness	and	romanticism	of	Chinese	
civilization.	While	his	photos	consist	a	profound	sense	of	reality	and	simplicity,	they	also	give	testimony	
to	 the	 social	 and	 cultural	 realities	 of	 rapidly	 evolving	 China,	 as	 a	 confrontation	 between	 the	 secular	
history	and	the	modern	world.	The	details	and	perfection	show	the	raw	beauty	of	the	daily	life	in	China.		
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ZENG	NIAN	

Photographer	Zeng	Nian	was	born	 in	China	 in	1954	and	moved	 to	France	 in	1990.	He	used	 to	 study	
painting	and	was	a	sailor	for	more	than	ten	years.	Since	a	young	age	of	12,	Zeng	has	been	interested	in	
photography	and	been	 taking	photos	with	 camera	borrowed	 from	his	 friend.	Having	 inspired	by	 the	
Chinese	painting	 and	printmaking	 in	 their	 horizontal	 line	 and	panoramic	 format,	 Zeng	 got	 rid	 of	 the	
traditional	photography	style	and	created	his	unique	signature	black	and	white	panoramic	perspective.	
With	 the	 camera	 lens,	 he	 recorded	 the	 culture,	 history	 and	 bold	 changes	 in	 his	 country.	 In	 his	
professional	 career,	 he	 has	 worked	 with	 big	 magazines	 and	 foreign	 newspapers	 such	 as	 New	 York	
Times	 Magazine,	 Paris	 Match,	 Figaro	 Magazine,	 The	 Independent	 and	 the	 French	 edition	 of	 the	
National	Geographic.	Gaining	a	lot	of	attention	in	the	arts	world,	Zeng	has	become	a	photographer	of	
great	 distinction	 in	 both	China	 and	 France,	with	 exhibitions	 in	 ten	different	 cities	 over	 the	past	 two	
years.	
	
	
Selected	Exhibitions		

2016	Return	to	China,	Paris	(France)	
2015	Festival	photo	Urbi	and	Orbi	Sedan	(France)	
2015	Landing	Museum	of	Fine	Arts,	Chengdu,	Sichuan	(China)	
2015	Dali	Photo	Festival	(China)	
2015	Showcase	of	the	Ardennes	-	Charleville	Mézières	(France)	
2015	French	Cultural	Center	in	Beijing	(China)	
2014	Photo	Festival	Angkor	(Cambodia)	
2014	Charles	de	Gaulle	Memorial,	Colombey-Les-Deux-Eglises	(France)	
2014	Opera	of	Reims	(France)	
2013	Médiathèque	de	Chalons	in	Champagne	(France)	
2012	Dali	Photo	Festival	(China)	
2012	Cultural	Centre	of	Meeting	Neumünster	Abbey	(Luxembourg)	
2012	Museum	of	Modern	Art	in	Chengdu	(China)	
2011	Theater	of	the	city	of	Cachan	(France)	
2010	Champaubert	church	as	part	of	the	Montiers	en	Der	photo	festival	(France)	
	
	
Collections	

Galerie	de	la	FNAC,	Paris		
Museum	of	Contemporary	History	(Hôtel	National	des	Invalides),	Paris		
	
	
Awards		

2003	International	Festival	of	Scoop	and	Journalism	of	Angers,	winner	for	two	prizes	
2012	Photo	Reporters	Festival	in	Saint	Brieuc,	winner	
1996	World	press	Photo	competition,	second	prize	
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La	Galerie	Paris	1839	invites	all	media	on	Tuesday,	September	19th	2017	to	the	preview	of	the	
exhibition.	

For	further	information	and	images,	contact	the	gallery.		

	

LA	GALERIE	PARIS	1839	CONTACTS		

Rainbow	Kwok	-	rainbow.kwok@lagalerie.hk	 	 															
Katia	Tinto	-	katia.tinto@lagalerie.hk	
www.lagalerie.hk	
	

	

LA	GALERIE	PARIS	1839	FOUNDERS		

Cyril	Delettre		
Started	 as	 a	 photojournalist	working	with	 celebrities	 for	 national	magazines	 (Paris	Match,	 L'Express,	
VSD,	Les	Cahiers	du	Cinéma,	Le	Nouvel	Observateur,	le	Figaro	Magazine,	Balthazar)	before	developing	
his	 own	 artistic	 projects.	 For	 the	 past	 few	 years,	 Cyril	 Delettre	 has	 spent	 his	 time	 working	 on	 art	
exhibitions,	 large	 corporate	 projects	 (including	 monumental	 works	 for	 French	 railway	 stations)	 and	
directing	short	movies.		
	
Marie-Florence	Gros		
Worked	in	business	consulting	before	starting	her	artistic	career.	First	recognized	as	a	lyricist	(working	
in	collaboration	with	major	French	artists),	Marie-Florence	Gros	also	found	success	as	an	author	with	
her	 first	 book	Tout	 contre.	 She	 has	 a	 PhD	 in	 18th-Century	 French	 Literature	 (Paris	 Sorbonne)	 and	 a	
MBA	 from	 the	 HEC	 Paris	 Business	 School.	 With	 a	 very	 sharp	 and	 artistic	 vision,	 she	 took	 part	 in		
different	 projects	 associating	 texts	 and	 visual	 art	 such	 as	 photography	 (exhibition	 Paris/New	 York,	
Grandes	Lignes	with	the	photographs	of	Cyril	Delettre)	or	short	movies.		
	

	

ABOUT	LA	GALERIE	PARIS	1839	

Located	at	74	Hollywood	Road	in	Central,	La	Galerie	Paris	1839	is	one	of	Hong	Kong’s	first	art	spaces	
specializing	 in	 high-standard	 art	 photography	 and	 prints.	 Founders	 Marie-Florence	 Gros	 and	 Cyril	
Delettre	share	their	passion	and	expertise	with	the	public	in	this	gallery.	Right	in	the	heart	of	the	Asian	
art	 scene,	 the	 gallery	 covers	 and	 shares	 all	 aspects	 of	 photography,	 from	 fine	 art	 photography	 and	
selected	press	 photographs,	 to	 collections	 of	 fast	 growing	 artists	 as	well	 as	 international	 recognized	
masterpieces.		


