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【PRESS RELEASE】 

 

Silky Beauty – Zhang Jian 
 
Opening : 23 September 2017 (Saturday) 16 : 00 – 18 : 00 
Duration : 23 September –12 November, 2017 
Venue : No.54 Caochangdi (old airport road), Chaoyang District, Beijing 100015, China 
 

Amy Li Gallery is delighted to announce the opening of Zhang Jian’s solo exhibition, “Silky Beauty” on 23 September 

2017 at 4 pm; this is the gallery first collaboration with the artist. The exhibition comprises 20 painting and 

photographs. The artworks include Zhang Jian’s most recent four paintings on silk created in 2017 as part of his 

“Fold” series; his representative work, “Peach blossoms in the mountain”, created after deep investigation in his 

“Forbidden Sex” series; as well as the debut of photography works from his “Silky Beauty” and “Boundless” series. 

In recent years, Zhang Jian’s artistic research has focused on interrogating the motivating force behind traditional 

Chinese paintings executed with realistic fine brushwork. In the “Forbidden Sex” series, the human form retreats into 

the rocks and peach blossoms of Tai Lake, and the initial impression is of traditional Chinese flower-and-bird painting.  

However, upon closer examination, one can discern the female form shrouded in silk; the revelation reveals pleasure 

for the viewer. In further developing the concept, Zhang Jian has eliminated all extraneous elements in his “Fold” 

series, and all which is left in the artworks is silk and the human form. The fewer essential elements there are in the 

artistic composition, the more difficult it is for the viewer to focus his/her gaze. This allows Zhang Jian to achieve a 

deeper purity in his artistic language and temperament. He exerts his efforts on overlaying relationships, not only 

between objects, but also between space and time. 

There are two paradigmatic ways in the traditional Chinese artistic canon of depicting how people are clothed. One 

uses thick and rigid brush strokes to show clothing fitting snugly on a body, as if the person had just emerged from 

water. The other uses rounded elegant strokes to show clothing on a person fluttering in the breeze. In the “Fold” 

series, Zhang Jian echoes the visual impression of clothing fitting snugly on a body in his pictorial compositions. The 

other aspect of the “Fold” series is the abandonment of pleasing colours and the borrowing instead of the subtle 

green-white hues of Song dynasty porcelain. The use of such frosty yet brilliantly clear perception to depict the sense 

of the human form being enveloped in silk is highly complementary. To view Zhang Jian’s artworks is to perceive the 

contemporary response to China’s profound traditions, and also the knowing confidence of the audience. 

The title of this exhibition, “Silky Beauty”, is borrowed from one of Zhang Jian’s photographic series. The term 

references a Chinese idiom which loosely translates to a ‘bundle of silk’, which is often used to describe a lady’s 

slender waist.  Such a metaphor was used by the ancient poet, Song Yu, from the Warring States period. In 2013, 

Zhang Jian started on his “Silky Beauty” photographic works. In the beginning, the photographs were only intended 

to be source material for painting, but following the completion of the entire photographic process, everyone 

involved was struck by the innate beauty exuded by the photographs. As such, the artist carefully chose 11 photos to 

comprise the “Silky Beauty” series of works. This series is about the amplification of the aesthetics of silk; in these 

works the human form is merely the medium used to emphasize the varying moods which silk inspires in the viewer. 

The objective of the series is not to express the beauty of the human form; rather, it aspires to express the tactile 

quality of folding in, or overlayering, the human form with silk. The mood inspired by the works in each viewer is 

wholly up to the viewer; the artist has surrendered the power of response to the individual viewer. With this series, 

the artist had taken an important step towards superimposing artworks with the audience’s thinking. It is a typically, 

orientalist, indirect approach. 
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In contrast is the “Boundless” series, in which the artworks reduce and simplify grand landscapes. Cloud and sky 

become opposing abstractions, and the shapes and boundaries of objects, such as the relationship between clouds 

and mountains and rivers, are greatly simplified. The focus of the works on the clouds, with the contrast between 

black and white and the variations in shading, creates a sketch impression. This pure and simple method is more than 

just abstract; it is representative of a vast and boundless vision of art which awes the spirit. 

The exhibition is shown until 12 November 2017.  
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Zhang Jian 
 

Born in 1972, Shanghai, China 
Lives and works in Shanghai and Beijing, China 

EDUCATION 

1995 B.A., Chinese Painting from the Department of the Nanjing Arts Institute, CN 

1999 M.A., Chinese Painting from the Department of the Nanjing Arts Institute, CN 

2008 PHD., Chinese National Academy of Arts (CNAA), CN 

Zhang Jian worked as a Deputy Dean at the Department of Chinese Painting of Shanghai University and served as Deputy 

Director of the Chinese Painting Institute of Chinese National Academy of Arts (CNAA). He is currently serving as the Vice 

President of CNAA. He is holding a certificate of National First - Class Artist and supervising Master degree candidate. 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

2017 Silky Beauty, Amy Li Gallery, Beijing, China 

  Jian Wei Ji, National Art Museum of China, Beijing 

2016 Shed in Spring Light, an Art Exhibition of Zhang Jian, Miyou Art Space, Shanghai 

2003 Zhang Jian’s Painting, Tsinghua University, Beijing 

1999 Zhang Jian’s Painting, Art Museum of Nanjing University of the Arts, Nanjing 

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS  

2017 Art Garden, an Invitational Exhibition of Gardens, Sunyard Art Sanqingshang Arts Centre, Hangzhou 
Youth Koans - The 4th Guan Shanyue Art Museum Exhibition of Young Artists' Meticulous-Style-Paintings (special 
invitation), Shenzhen 
Eastern Charm - Exhibition of 100 Chinese Painters, Weihai Art Museum, Shandong 
Loom - The Contemporary Art Exhibition, Suzhou Jinji Lake Art Museum, Suzhou 
Silk Road and Celestial Clothes, The Imperial Ancestral Temple Art Museum, Beijing 

2016 Han Yin Ju Hua, an Exhibition of Selective Works of Elaborate Style Painting from the Chinese National Academy 
of Arts, National Art Museum of China, Beijing  
Painting: 20*20, Hong Kong 
Image of the People, Spirit of China, Grand Exhibition of Art Works from the China National Academy of Arts, 
National Art Museum of China, Beijing  
The Tenth Exhibition of Chinese Elaborate Style Painting, National Art Museum of China, Beijing  

2015  Painting: Twenty multiplied by twenty, Poly Art Museum, Beijing/HongKong/Macao 

A New Fine Line: Contemporary Ink Painting From Cina, Center For the Arts,Metropolitan State University, Denver 
Art Paris Art Fair, Grand Palais, Paris 
The Revival of Tradition-Another Approach Contemporary Chinese Art, Javits Center, New York 
Koan - Academic Nomination of Chinese Painting, YouRun Museum of Art, Nanjing 
SHUIMO-Meet Revolution the New Silk Road, Minsheng Art Museum, Beijing 
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