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SAVE THE DATE
CREATIVE TRANSFORMATIONS | A PANEL WITH THE GUERRILLA GIRLS,  

LAURA COTTINGHAM AND DR. ANNA-MARIA VON BONSDORFF
October 7, 2017

New York, NY—On the final day of Scandinavia House’s presentation of Independent Visions: Helene 
Schjerfbeck and Her Contemporaries from the Collection of Ateneum, Finnish National Gallery, there 
will be a panel discussion, “Creative Transformations,” on October 7, 2017, at 4 pm. The galleries will 
be open until 7 pm, providing a final opportunity to view the exhibition before its presentation at 
Millesgården, Stockholm.

Featuring a member of the activist artist group the Guerrilla Girls, artist and theorist Laura Cottingham, 
and Dr. Anna-Maria von Bonsdorff, Chief Curator, Ateneum, Finnish National Gallery, the panel will 
consider the cultural and social influences that enabled the Finnish female artists featured in the 
exhibition to flourish. The speakers will also examine how the artists’ experiences can be applied to 
current conversations on female visibility and cultural representation in contemporary art. 

The exhibition highlights the work of Helene Schjerfbeck (1862-1946), Sigrid Schauman (1877-1979), 
Ellen Thesleff (1869-1954) and Elga Sesemann (1922-2007). These artists created singular bodies 
of work during a time of social and political transformation in Finland, particularly around the time 
it gained independence from Russia a century ago. For women living in Finland during the period 
of 1890 to 1920, opportunities such as art schools, grants, and international travel had become 
available, enabling these women to pursue independent careers as artists.

Drawn from Ateneum’s extensive collection, Independent Visions was described by John Yau at 
Hyperallergic as an exhibition that “fleshes  out  a  story of independence and perseverance that 
keeps needing to be told, if only to remind us how complicated and chaotic history is.”  

WHEN  
Saturday, October 7, 4-5:30 PM. Gallery will remain open until 7 PM. 

INFO 
$15 General Admission, $5 Students, Seniors, and ASF Members
Scandinavia House: The Nordic Center in America
58 Park Avenue (at East 38th Street), New York City
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SPEAKERS 
Dr. Anna-Maria von Bonsdorff, Chief Curator, Ateneum, Finnish National Gallery, is internationally 
recognized for her publications and for organizing scholarly exhibitions in Finnish and 
international modern art and design. She is a leading international authority on modern color 
theory and painting; visual cultures of landscape and space; identities of ‘nation’ in art, design 
and architecture; interiors’ and transnational capitals of art. 

Laura Cottingham is a writer, artist, and filmmaker based in New York. Her books include Seeing 
Through the Seventies (1999), a collection of Cottingham’s essays on feminist art; Lesbians Are 
So Chic… (1996), her polemic on lesbian culture as constituted through mainstream media; and 
her book for BFI’s film classics series on Rainer Werner Fassbinder’s Fear Eats the Soul (2005). 
She has contributed to many art publications and exhibition catalogues, including on the work of 
Claude Cahun, Mona Hatoum, Lorraine O’Grady, and Hannah Wilke. Her work The Anita Pallenberg 
Story was the subject of a recent solo exhibition at Artists Space. 

The Guerrilla Girls, a group of anonymous, feminist activists, was founded in 1985. Each member 
takes the name of a woman artist from the past as a pseudonym and in public their identities 
are hidden under gorilla masks. Using facts, humor, and fake fur, they produce posters, banners, 
stickers, billboards, projections, and other public projects that expose sexism, racism, and 
corruption in art, film, politics, and culture at large. They have done hundreds of projects all 
over the world, including Bilbao, Iceland, Istanbul, London, Los Angeles, Mexico City, New York, 
Rotterdam, Sao Paolo, and Shanghai. In 2017, they have new projects and exhibitions at MASP, 
Sao Paolo; the Frestas Triennial, Sorocaba; the Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam; the Museum of 
Military History, Dresden; and many other places.

THE AMERICAN-SCANDINAVIAN FOUNDATION
The American-Scandinavian Foundation (ASF) promotes firsthand intellectual and creative exchange 
between the United States and the Nordic countries: Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. A 
publicly supported American nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, ASF has an extensive program of fellowships, 
grants, intern/trainee sponsorship, publishing, and cultural activities. Headquartered in New York City, 
ASF has members throughout the United States, and alumni and donors worldwide. For more information: 
amscan.org

SCANDINAVIA HOUSE: THE NORDIC CENTER IN AMERICA
Scandinavia   House  was  created by ASF to be the leading center for Nordic culture in the United States. 
It offers a wide range of programs that include exhibitions, film series, concerts and other performances, 
readings, lectures, language courses, and activities for kids and families. For more information: 
scandinaviahouse.org | Facebook | Twitter @ScanHouse | #IndependentVisions

Media Contact 
For additional information and photography, please contact Lori Fredrickson at 212-847-9727  
or lori@amscan.org. For press admission, email press@amscan.org. 

Image credit (left to right): Ellen Thesleff, Self-Portrait with Hat, 1935 (detail); Helene Schjerfbeck, Self-Portrait, Black 
Background, 1915 (detail); Gaelx (Flickr: Guerrilla Girls!); Elga Sesemann, Self-Portrait, 1946 (detail)


