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AGA launches new exhibition season with Turbulent Landings 
Canadian, indigenous and international artists featured as AGA presents a 
companion exhibition to the National Gallery of Canada’s 2017 Canadian Biennial  
 

 
 
(Edmonton)—The Art Gallery of Alberta launches its new exhibition season with Turbulent Landings:  
The NGC 2017 Canadian Biennial, presented in conjunction with the National Gallery of Canada’s 2017 
Canadian Biennial, which opens in Ottawa on October 19. 
 
The exhibition in Edmonton opens on September 30 and runs until January 7, 2018.   
 
Quote from Marc Mayer, Director and CEO, National Gallery of Canada:  
 "The artists in Turbulent Landings address some of the world’s darker histories, from legacies of slavery 
and other forced migrations, to the treatment of indigenous peoples. They explore how these histories 
have come to shape our world. Many of the works in this exhibition, including John Akomfrah’s 
astonishing video installation Vertigo Sea, which was the talk of the Venice Biennale in 2015, have yet to 
be presented in Ottawa. We look forward to sharing all the remarkable works in this exhibition with 
Western Canadian audiences and I would like to thank the AGA’s Executive Director and Chief Curator 
Catherine Crowston for her foresight in establishing this unique collateral presentation of the Canadian 
Biennial as part of the NGC@AGA program.” 
 
Quote from Catherine Crowston, Executive Director/Chief Curator, AGA:  
“Since 2010 the National Gallery of Canada has presented its most recent acquisitions of contemporary 
art in Biennial exhibitions that highlight leading examples of Canadian and Indigenous art-making. This 
year, we are delighted that the AGA is able to present a companion exhibition to the NGC’s 2017 
Canadian Biennial. The exhibition includes work by renowned Canadian and international artists, and we 
are honoured to introduce this diverse selection of artworks to new audiences in western Canada. The 
exhibition is remarkable and fulfills the spirit of our ongoing partnership with the National Gallery of 
Canada.”  



 

 
Turbulent Landings examines subjects and themes that reflect on issues of great consequence, from 
migration and the environment, to the effects of globalization and the tragic legacies of colonialism. 
Features recent work by: John Akomfrah, Shuvinai Ashoona, Rebecca Belmore, Mark Bradford, Beau 
Dick, Julie Mehretu, John Noestheden, Chris Ofili, Edward Poitras, Kelly Richardson, Wael Shawky and 
Hajra Waheed. 
 
The exhibition has been organized by the Art Gallery of Alberta and the National Gallery of Canada as 
part of the NGC@AGA exhibition series and is co-curated by Catherine Crowston (Executive 
Director/Chief Curator, AGA), Jonathan Shaughnessy (Associate Curator of Contemporary Art, NGC) and 
Josée Drouin-Brisebois (Senior Curator of Contemporary Art, NGC). 
 
 
Image (above): Rebecca Belmore, Fringe, 2008. Cibachrome transparency in fluorescent lightbox, 81.5 x 
244.8 x 16.7 cm. National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa. Photo: NGC. 
 
More information: http://www.youraga.ca/exhibition/CANBiennial 2017   
Hi-res images for use: http://bit.ly/AGA_CADBiennial  
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For media inquiries or to arrange an interview please contact Lynda Vang.  
 
Lynda Vang, public relations coordinator  
T: 780-392-2468 
M: 780-246-1488 
E: lynda.vang@youraga.ca  
 

Backgrounder  

About The Art Gallery of Alberta 

The Art Gallery of Alberta is a centre of excellence for the visual arts in Western Canada, connecting 

people, art and ideas. The AGA is focused on the development and presentation of original exhibitions 

of contemporary and historical art from Alberta, Canada and around the world. The AGA also offers a 

full-range of art education and public programs. Founded in 1924, the Art Gallery of Alberta maintains a 

collection of over 6,000 objects and is the oldest cultural institution in Alberta and the only museum in 

the province solely dedicated to the exhibition and preservation of art and visual culture. 

www.youraga.ca  

 

About The National Gallery of Canada  

The National Gallery of Canada is home to the most important collections of historical and 
contemporary Canadian art. The Gallery also maintains Canada’s premier collection of European Art 
from the 14th to the 21st centuries, as well as important works of American, Asian and Indigenous Art 

http://www.youraga.ca/exhibition/CANBiennial%202017
http://bit.ly/AGA_CADBiennial
mailto:lynda.vang@youraga.ca
http://www.youraga.ca/


 

and renowned international collections of prints, drawings and photographs. In 2015, the National 
Gallery of Canada established the Canadian Photography Institute, a global multidisciplinary research 
center dedicated to the history, evolution and future of photography. Created in 1880, the National 
Gallery of Canada has played a key role in Canadian culture for well over a century. Among its principal 
missions is to increase access to excellent works of art for all Canadians. For more information, visit 
gallery.ca and follow us on Twitter @NatGalleryCan 

 

 


