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French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF), Times Square Advertising Coalition (TSAC), 

and Times Square Arts  
present 

New York Premiere  

Sophie Calle: Voir la mer 
 

October 1–31, nightly from 11:57pm–midnight  
On Times Square Electronic Billboards from 42nd–49th Streets, 

between Seventh Avenue and Broadway 
 

“Calle’s art has predicted our current cultural moment…her influence is everywhere” 
—The New York Times 

 
New York, NY, September 22, 2017— As part of the 2017 edition of the French Institute Alliance Française 
(FIAF)’s celebrated Crossing the Line Festival, FIAF, in partnership with Times Square Arts and the Times 
Square Advertising Coalition (TSAC), is thrilled to present the New York premiere of Voir la mer, a series of 
five intimate video portraits from French artist Sophie Calle, running Sunday, October 1 through Tuesday, 
October 31, nightly from 11:57pm to midnight on Times Square electronic billboards from 42nd to 49th Streets, 
between Seventh Avenue and Broadway. 
 
Since the late 1970’s, Sophie Calle—“France’s foremost conceptual artist” (The New York Times)—has been 
making provocative and often controversial work that confronts issues in her personal life. She is well-known 
for her sleuth-like explorations of human relationships, which have led her to follow strangers, and find work as 
a hotel chambermaid. 
  
In Istanbul, a city surrounded by the sea, Sophie Calle met people who had never seen it. For Voir la mer, as 
Calle describes it, “I took them to the shore of the Black Sea. They came to the water’s edge, separately, eyes 
lowered, closed, or masked. I was behind them. I asked them to look out to the sea and then to turn back 

mailto:nbodemann@fiaf.org
mailto:TJWitham@TimesSquareNYC.org
mailto:MWayne@Rubenstein.com


 

towards me to show me these eyes that had just seen it for the first time.” Magnified on Times Square’s 
electronic billboards, five of these intimate video portraits silently reveal their emotional response to this 
evocative experience.  
 
Calle’s work has been shown at international venues including the Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, 
MoMA (New York), the Guggenheim Museum (New York), The Tate Gallery (London), Crossing the Line 
Festival 2011, and recently a site-specific installation in Greenwood Cemetery (Brooklyn) for Creative Time. 
 
Image: Caroline Champetier 
 
Free and open to the public. 
 
Voir la mer coincides with Caroline Champetier: Shaping the Light, FIAF’s new weekly CinéSalon series 
celebrating the award-winning director of photography, who worked with Calle to create Voir la mer. A student 
of William Lubtchantsky, Champetier has worked with generations of pioneering filmmakers, from Jean-Luc 
Godard and Jacques Rivette to Chantal Akerman, Arnaud Desplechin, and Léos Carax. Featuring some of 
Champetier’s most striking films, including Holy Motors, Of Gods and Men, and films recently restored under 
her supervision, the series runs from September 19 through October 31. See below for details. 
 

 
About Sophie Calle 
Since the late 1970’s, the French conceptual artist Sophie Calle has been active as a photographer, combining 
text, image and conceptual installations. She has made work that investigates provocative and often 
controversial methods for confronting her emotional and psychological life.  
 
In 2003, Paris’s Pompidou Centre staged a retrospective of her work and the Whitechapel Gallery, London, 
followed suit in 2010. In 2007, she represented France at the Venice Biennale with the exhibition Take Care of 
Yourself. Calle was the recipient of the 2010 Hasselblad Foundation International Award in Photography and 
the International Center of Photography’s 2017 Infinity Award for Art. 
 
Calle’s work has also been shown in other international venues including the Institute of Contemporary Art 
(Boston), the Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA, New York), the 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum (New York), The Tate Gallery (London), the Museum Boymans van 
Beuningen (Rotterdam), the Tel Aviv Museum of Art, and the Hara Museum of Contemporary Art (Tokyo), 
among others. 
 
For more information about the artist, visit https://www.paulacoopergallery.com/artists/sophie-calle/selected-
works and follow Paula Cooper Gallery on Instagram at @paulacoopergallery and on Twitter 
at@paulacoopergal. 
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Related Event: 
 
CinéSalon  
Caroline Champetier: Shaping the Light 
Tuesday, September 19 through Tuesday, October 31 at 4 & 7:30pm 
Q&A with Caroline Champetier after both October 24 screenings 
FIAF, Florence Gould Hall, 55 East 59th Street (between Park & Madison Avenue) 
FIAF Members Free; Non-Members $5 
Films in French with English subtitles unless otherwise noted 
 
Award-winning director of photography Caroline Champetier is a master of her craft. This fall, FIAF is thrilled to 
present some of her most striking films, including Holy Motors, Of Gods and Men, and films recently restored 
under her supervision. 
 
The orchestrator of lighting and camerawork on more than 100 films, Champetier's art is often felt as much as 
it is seen. She has a rare ability to shape light to create palpable energy, evoke powerful emotions, and 
transform movie sets into fully-realized worlds. Champetier is the cinematographer behind some of France’s 
greatest filmmakers, past and present. A student of William Lubtchantsky, she has worked with generations of 
pioneering filmmakers from Jean-Luc Godard and Jacques Rivette to Chantal Akerman, Arnaud Desplechin, 
and Léos Carax. 
 
On Tuesday, October 24, Champetier comes to FIAF in person for a special Q&A after the 4pm screening of 
The Innocents and 7:30pm screening of Holy Motors. 
 
Films in French with English subtitles unless otherwise noted. 
 
Guest Speakers & Receptions 
In the spirit of the French ciné-clubs and literary salons, CinéSalon pairs an engaging French film with a social 
post-screening wine & beer reception. Every 7:30pm screening is introduced by a high-profile personality in the 
arts. 
 
For details visit www.fiaf.org.  
 

 
About the 2017 Crossing the Line Festival  
“Adventurous programming that makes you think as much about your place in the world as about art itself.” 
—The New York Times 
 
Crossing the Line is an international arts festival for New York City produced by the French Institute Alliance 
Française (FIAF) in partnership with leading cultural institutions. The festival is co-curated by Lili Chopra, 
FIAF’s Executive Vice President and Artistic Director; Simon Dove, Executive and Artistic Director of Dancing 
in the Streets; and Gideon Lester, Artistic Director for Theater and Dance at the Richard B. Fisher Center for 
the Performing Arts at Bard College. 
 
France has a long history of supporting national and international cultural practices, welcoming and nurturing 
new ideas and influential perspectives from around the world. FIAF, as the leading French cultural institution in 
the US, critically maintains that practice through the Crossing the Line Festival, presenting leading-edge artists 
from France and the US alongside their peers from around the world.  
 
Since its inauguration in 2007, the Crossing the Line Festival has cultivated an increasingly large and diverse 
following, and received numerous accolades in the press including “Best of" in The New York Times, Wall 
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Street Journal, The New Yorker, Time Out New York, Artforum, and Frieze. Festival performances have 
earned multiple Obie and Bessie awards. crossingtheline.org 
 
About FIAF 
The French Institute Alliance Française (FIAF) is New York’s premiere French cultural and language center. 
FIAF's mission is to create and offer New Yorkers innovative and unique programs in education and the arts 
that explore the evolving diversity and richness of French cultures. FIAF seeks to generate new ideas and 
promote cross cultural dialogue through partnerships and new platforms of expression. www.fiaf.org 
 
About Times Square Arts 
Times Square Arts, the public art program of the Times Square Alliance, collaborates with contemporary artists 
and cultural institutions to experiment and engage with one of the world's most iconic urban places. Through 
the Square's electronic billboards, public plazas, vacant areas and popular venues, and the Alliance's own 
online landscape, Times Square Arts invites leading contemporary creators to help the public see Times 
Square in new ways. Times Square has always been a place of risk, innovation, and creativity, and the Arts 
Program ensures these qualities remain centrals to the district's unique identity. Times Square Arts projects 
are supported in part by the Times Square Advertising Coalition; the National Endowment for the Arts; by 
public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, and by the New York State Council on the 
Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. Follow them on 
Twitter and Instagram at @TSqArts.  www.TimesSquareNYC.org/Arts 
 
 
About Times Square Advertising Coalition (TSAC) 
Times Square Advertising Coalition (TSAC), a not-for-profit trade association, is made up of the Square’s key 
stakeholders, dedicated to the continued promotion of Times Square as a high profile advertising market and 
brand. TSAC is committed to providing the highest level of quality products and services within Times Square, 
and works to ensure that this iconic landscape remains the most colorful and vibrant commercial corridor, while 
better reflecting the interests of the area’s advertising community. www.timessquareadcoalition.org 
 
Merci! 
Crossing the Line Festival 2017 is made possible with generous leadership support from Air France and Delta 
Air Lines, the official airlines of FIAF; The Edmond de Rothschild Foundations; The Florence Gould 
Foundation; The Hermès Foundation (Fondation d’entreprise Hermès) within the framework of the New 
Settings program; and JCDecaux; and with generous major support from Cultural Services of the French 
Embassy; Enoch Foundation; FACE; Howard Gilman Foundation; National Endowment for the Arts; New 
England Foundation for the Arts; NYC Department of Cultural Affairs; NYSCA; New York State Council on the 
Arts; Pommery; Perrier; and Performing Arts Fund NL.   
  
Our Producer’s Circle: Sarah Arison, Michel G. Bernard, Ron Guttman, Isabelle Kowal, Didier Lestienne & 
Pierre Rouy-Cartier, Marie Nugent-Head, and Elisabeth Wilmers.  
  
FIAF would like to thank the following for their generous support of Crossing the Line Festival 2017:  
British Council; Consulate General of the Netherlands in New York; Institut Français; King’s Fountain; Omaha 
Foundation; Robert de Rothschild; and SACD (Société des auteurs et compositeurs dramatiques).     
 
  

https://crossingthelinefestival.org/2017/
http://www.fiaf.org/
https://twitter.com/tsqarts
http://www.timessquarenyc.org/Arts
http://www.timessquareadcoalition.org/


 

 
LISTING SUMMARY 

 
What: New York Premiere 

Sophie Calle: Voir la mer 
When: Sunday, October 1 through Tuesday, October 31, nightly from 11:57pm–midnight 
Where: Times Square, from 42nd–49th Street, between Seventh Avenue and Broadway 
Admission: Free and open to public 
Information:  crossingtheline.org  
Transportation: Subway: 1, 2, 3, N, Q, R, W, 7, S to Time Square–42nd/Broadway;  

N, R, W to 49th Street; 1 to 50th Street 
  
Twitter: @FIAFNY 
Instagram: @FIAFNY 
Facebook: FIAF / French Institute Alliance Française 
Hashtag: #CTL17 
 

### 

https://crossingthelinefestival.org/

