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MEDIA RELEASE 

Amber Koroluk-Stephensopn — Shadows on the Wall 
1 November to 26 November, 2017 

 

 
Amber Koroluk-Stephenson, The Hunt, 2017, oil on linen, 40 x 50cm 

 

THE GLOVED ADVENTURES OF AMBER KOROLUK-STEPHENSON  
 

Painting becomes akin to staging, and the surface of the canvas, the set, in the work of Amber Koroluk-

Stephenson. This November, at Anna Pappas Gallery, the Hobart-based painter brings bodies and buildings 

together in an indeterminate environment, an alternate world in which geographical distinctions of place are 

troubled, confounded, remade and rearticulated.  

 
Painted by Koroluk-Stephenson during her recent 2017 residency at Cite Internationale des Arts in Paris, the 

artist reflects on Shadows on the Wall, stating: ‘These works attempt to reconnect with the magic and 
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romanticism of encounter and discovery, teasing out connections between man and nature within fictionalised 

territories to fulfil the desire to connect with nature and make visible what is out of sight.’ 

 

Koroluk-Stephenson’s sensitivity to the tumult of the contemporary era lays bare in her work. By drawing the 

viewer’s attention to notions of wonder, discovery, the absurd and the playful, the artist illuminates the 

significance of broad concepts such as placemaking, shelter, the natural world, built environments and 

precarity in an increasingly globalized world. The artist’s metaphysical approach to painting plays with 

dichotomy, troubling clean distinctions between interior and exterior, the wild and domesticated and the 

familiar and unknown. 

In amongst the weight of Koroluk-Stephenson’s metaphysical explorations of location and placemaking, a 

strong element of play is conveyed, not only through the bright pink, blue, purple tones of the canvas, but the 

playful, child-like figures, acting like shadow puppets. Polka-dotted, striped and playful, the inhabitants of 

Koroluk-Stephenson’s alternate environments are expressive, gloved explorers, engaged in an act of 

rediscovery. By referencing iconic Australian motifs, such as the gum tree, the garden hose, red dirt, and 

presenting them within surrealist landscapes, Koroluk-Stephenson establishes a contemporary persona within 

the context of art history.  

 
Amber Koroluk Stephenson, Under this Paper Moon, 2017, 84 x 101cm, oil on linen 

 

Since graduating from the Tasmanian School of Art with a BFA (Honours) in 2010 Amber Koroluk-Stephenson 

has held numerous solo and group exhibitions nationally including Bett Gallery, Hobart, MOP Projects, 

Sydney, Sawtooth, Launceston, Archive Space, Sydney, Contemporary Art Tasmania, Hobart, Trocadero Art 

Space, Melbourne and Firstdraft, Sydney. 
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She has has been selected for a number of Australian prizes including The Churchie National Emerging Artist 

Prize, Portia Geach Memorial Award, Ravenswood Art Prize, Tidal National Art Award, Redlands Art Award, 

Albany Art Prize, Glover Prize and Paddington Art Prize. Koroluk-Stephenson has received several grants and 

awards for her practice, including an Australia Council ArtStart Grant, a NAVA Australian Artists’ Grant, Arts 

Tasmania ArtsBridge National and International Grants and a Highly Commended Soya Visual Art Award. 

Koroluk-Stephenson has also received numerous studio residencies including Contemporary Art Tasmania, 

University of Tasmania, Arts Tasmania, Cite Internationale des Arts in Paris. 

 

Amber Koroluk Stephenson, Canopy Above, 2017, 84 x 101cm, oil on linen 

 

About Anna Pappas Gallery:  

Established in 2003 Anna Pappas Gallery is a leading Australian gallery promoting contemporary artists 

internationally. Gallery Director, Anna Pappas, has a keen interest in artists whose practices challenge not 

only the material conventions of art making, but also the social institutions addressed through their works. 

Anna Pappas Gallery has forged a reputation for outstanding contemporary art projects showcasing leading 

practitioners from Australia and abroad. Representing both established and emerging artists, the gallery 

features those whose works make a significant contribution to the philosophical, creative and cultural 

discourses of our time. 

 

For all media enquiries, please contact: 
Chantal Hryniewski at Anna Pappas Gallery (03) 9521 7300 or enquiries@annapappasgallery.com 

Please join us on Facebook (@annapappasgallery), Instagram (@annapappasgallery), and Twitter (annapappasglry) via the 

hashtag #AnnaPappasGallery.  


