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Ian Paradine, Die Transmogrifizierung (The Transmogrification) 2017, Pastel, Conte & Pigment on Arches Satine, 38 x 29 cm 

 

IAN PARADINE: A NEW SPECTRUM OF SELF  

 

A myriad of characters and spectral tones populate the drawing works of Melbourne-based artist, Ian 

Paradine, for his new exhibition, Morphing the Idol. Opening November 1 at Anna Pappas Gallery. Paradine’s 

masterful use of pastel, pen and ink and mixed-media collage illustrates dreamlike creatures coming to life, 

evoking an hallucitory interpretation of mysteries held deep within the subconscious. 

 

Born in London, with a multidisciplinary practice spanning across painting, drawing, photography and moving 

image; Paradine places an emphasis on emotion and the psyche within his new body of work. Challenging the 

traditional notions of space and time, the artist manifests figurative dream-like hybrids existing between a 

reality we know and understand, and somewhere completely unfamiliar.  
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The recurrent figures in Morphing the Idol oscillate between physical and ethereal states of being throughout 

Paradine’s varying compositions, at times blending with air and landscape. These primal feelings and 

shadowed psychological states introduce the viewer to a portrait of self, an inner-most perspective of the 

artist’s oeuvre.  

 

Paradine’s seductive application of turquoise, green, red and pink in works such as Die Transmogrifizierung 

(The Transmogrification) invites the viewer to grasp at the otherworldliness that prowls the outer edges of 

Paradine’s consciousness. Employing a vibrant and contrasted colour palette, reminiscent of Abstract 

Expressionist painters such as Mark Rothko and Wassily Kandinsky, Morphing the Idol offers a similarly 

emotive and strikingly expressive examination of the medium. In works such as Two on a Hill, 2017, 

Paradine’s careful layering of oil pastels and vibrant Conté crayons offer a raw, and unbridled approach to the 

unconscious power of material combined with a truly intriguing imagination.  

 

Trained in Melbourne, and later at the Camberwell College of Arts in London, Paradine has exhibited 

extensively both in Australia and Europe, refining his approach to art-marking across his career. He is a 

multidisciplinary artist additionally working with photography, filmmaking and video; and continues to break 

new ground in his solo exhibitions. His upcoming show in November at Anna Pappas Gallery will comprise a 

broad range of new small to large-scale pastel drawings. 

 

 

 
Ian Paradine, The Churning of the Milk Ocean, 2017, Pastel, Conte & Pigment on Arches Satine, 49 x 40 cm 
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Ian Paradine, Two On A Hill, 2017, Pastel, Conte & Pigment on Arches Satine, 19 x 23 cm 

 

About Anna Pappas Gallery:  

Established in 2003 Anna Pappas Gallery is a leading Australian gallery promoting contemporary artists 

internationally. Gallery Director, Anna Pappas, has a keen interest in artists whose practices challenge not 

only the material conventions of art making, but also the social institutions addressed through their works. 

Anna Pappas Gallery has forged a reputation for outstanding contemporary art projects showcasing leading 

practitioners from Australia and abroad. Representing both established and emerging artists, the gallery 

features those whose works make a significant contribution to the philosophical, creative and cultural 

discourses of our time 

 

For all media enquiries, please contact: 
Chantal Hryniewski at Anna Pappas Gallery (03) 9521 7300 or enquiries@annapappasgallery.com 

Please join us on Facebook (@annapappasgallery), Instagram (@annapappasgallery), and Twitter (annapappasglry) via the 

hashtag #AnnaPappasGallery.  

 


