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Sarah Rose, Susannah Stark and Hanna Tuulikki in Lilt, 

Twang, Tremor – a new exhibition exploring voice at CCA 

Glasgow 
 
For Lilt, Twang, Tremor, CCA has invited three Scottish-based artists – Sarah Rose, 

Susannah Stark and Hanna Tuulikki – whose work examines the politics and production of 

voice. Looking at how the voice takes shape in different places and environments, this 

exhibition explores the contexts in which voices are made audible. Examining the mouth, 

the mouthless voice, the embodied and disembodied voice, the voice as a tool, and as an 

instrument, the artists question the manner in which vocals affect the environment 

around us. 

 

Sarah Rose’s practice results from an interest in how the voice constructs prejudice and 

bias, investigating the vocal transmission of information, such as rumour, translation and 

inflection. Responding to the limitations of printed text, she explores how the unwritten 

voice might reject a gendering of narrative. Her sculptural installations examine how 

objects hold sound and tell stories in space, and how information is shaped through its oral 

communication. Through an in-depth research into specific materials, climates and 

histories, her work in Lilt, Twang, Tremor – sculptural installations representing sound using 

sponge, air, glass and powder, and a listening event – aims to locate the political within 

sound, volume and material.  

 

Susannah Stark focuses on the power and placement of the voice, questioning how 

language is used in a technology-driven, digital and capitalist culture. With many works 

questioning how voice functions within the context of urban space, she investigates the 

translation of voice into material and cultural experience. Collaborating with musician 

Donald Hayden – and inspired by writings on the ancient Greek cynics – she merges the 

economic, cultural, spiritual and personal into a rotating narration of the contradictions of 

contemporary living, using digital media, sound, and song. For this exhibition, Stark will 

create an agora – an open public speaking space from ancient Greek culture – and a new 

surround sound work recorded with Hayden, alongside collage, audio and moving image. 

 

Hanna Tuulikki's practice as a composer, artist and performer considers the voice as a 

meeting point between the self and the world. She investigates ways in which the body 

communicates beyond and before words, telling stories through imitation, vocalisation and 



 

gesture. Often exploring music and movement traditions across cultures, she is particularly 

interested in how bodily relationships and folk histories relate within specific environments 

and places. With a strong connection to landscape, nature and ritual, her works explore an 

ecology of the world through textured tapestries of performances, audio visual installations 

and visual score drawings. In Lilt, Twang, Tremor, there will be a development of her 

existing works on display in the gallery, and a performance event.  

 

CCA Curator Ainslie Roddick said: “A key part of CCA’s exhibition programme is our work 

with Scottish-based artists. With this show we’re looking at critical aspects of each of 

these three artists’ practices – working with sound and voice through materiality, space and 

the body. Each artist has a broad range of influences and interests but in this show they 

come together to create a focused conversation on the representation of female, bodily, 

public and private voices, and the use of sound within the gallery context.”  

 

Taking its title from a quote from the preface of Ann Karpf’s book The Human Voice where 

she states: “Our lilt, twang or tremor are eloquent beyond words,” this exhibition 

examines how the human voice can mystify, calm, incite, deceive, change spaces and 

disturb our understanding of ourselves and our communities. 

 

 

Lilt, Twang, Tremor 

Sarah Rose, Susannah Stark & Hanna Tuulikki 

 

Sat 18 November 2017 – Sun 14 January 2018 

Tue-Sat: 11am-6pm // Sun: 12noon-6pm // Free // Preview: Fri 17 November, 7pm-9pm 

Closed: Monday 25 December – Tuesday 3 January 

 

Centre for Contemporary Arts (CCA), 350 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, G2 3JD  

www.cca-glasgow.com  

 

Events: 

Nina Power – Workshop, Mon 11 Dec, 6.30pm, Free but ticketed  

Artist events in December and January will be announced soon.  

 

/Ends  
 

For more information, images or interviews, please contact Julie Cathcart,  

Communications Manager, CCA – julie@cca-glasgow.com / 0141 352 4911.  



 

Notes to Editors 

 

 

About CCA: 

 

The Centre for Contemporary Arts, on Glasgow’s Sauchiehall Street, has been a hub for visual 

art, film, performance, festivals and literature since 1992 and celebrates its 25th anniversary 

this year. Previously home to The Third Eye Centre, the building is steeped in history and the 

organisation has played a key role in the cultural life of the city for decades. CCA’s year-round 

programme includes exhibitions, film, music, literature, spoken word, festivals, Gaelic language 

events, and talks. With building admissions of 335,650 in 2016-17, the venue hosted 253 

programme partners across 1,075 events and 26 festivals. CCA also provides residencies for 

artists in the on-site Creative Lab space, as well as working internationally with residencies in 

Quebec, Palestine and the Caribbean. CCA curates six major exhibitions a year, presenting 

national and international contemporary artists, and is home to Intermedia Gallery which 

showcases emerging artists. CCA is supported by Creative Scotland, Glasgow Community 

Planning Partnership and Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. www.cca-glasgow.com 

 

 

About Sarah Rose 

 

Sarah Rose (b. 1985) is an artist based in Glasgow. Recent exhibitions include Stem, Baltic 39, 

Newcastle; Difficult Mothers, SWG3, Glasgow; L*, Darling Foundry, Montreal; What We Heard, 

Embassy Gallery, Edinburgh. Upcoming exhibitions include a new commission with the 

Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art and an outdoor exhibition with Lauren Gault for 

Glasgow International Festival 2018.  

 

 

About Susannah Stark  

 

Susannah Stark is an artist based in Glasgow with a background in printmaking who currently 

works with sound, sculpture and digital media incorporating issues of voice, power and re-

appropriation. This is part of an ongoing process of exploring how much of the western identity 

can be constructed from diverse popular sources and how the mouth may be the main 

modulator for such regurgitations and formations. Recent works feature printed architectural 

objects and 3D animated collages as carriers for disembodied voices, spoken word and song 

that aims to question material hierarchies within capitalist culture and explore the voice as a 

vehicle for transformation.  

 

 

 

 



 

About Hanna Tuulikki 

 

Artist, composer and performer Hanna Tuulikki (b. 1982) works across a range of media and 

forms. She specialises in composing for and with the voice, creating textural tapestries of 

extended vocal sound that sit at the heart of live performances, films and audio-visual 

installations. Blending musical composition with gestural choreography and iconic costume, she 

augments the work with satellite elements – innovative visual-scores, intricate drawings, and 

poetic texts – which act as dramaturgical keys, unlocking subject matter or narrative. 

 

Her critically acclaimed work is featured regularly on radio (BBC Radio 4, BBC Radio 3, BBC 

Radio 6), and has been commissioned, presented and exhibited by national and international 

organisations across fields of visual, musical and performing arts, including Kochi-Muziris 

Biennale, Edinburgh Art Festival, Glasgow 2014’s Cultural Programme, The Space/Creative 

Scotland, BALTIC, BBC, Tramway, Cape Farewell, ATLAS Arts, Tectonics, Dovecot, Timespan, 

Travelling Gallery for GENERATION, Glasgow International, Cape Farewell, RSA, Red Note 

Ensemble, and Cappella Nova. 

 

 


