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November 17, 2017 – January 21, 2018 
 

R. H. QUAYTMAN  
An Evening. Chapter 32 
 

Press conference: Thursday, November 16, 2017, 11 a.m. 
 

Artist talk: Thursday, November 16, 2017, 6 p.m.  
R. H. Quaytman in conversation with Joseph Koerner  
An event of the Friends of the Secession (in English) 
 

Opening: Thursday, November 16, 2017, 7 p.m. 
 

 
R. H. Quaytman, Chapter 32, 2016, Instant color print. Courtesy the artist 

 

R. H. Quaytman creates paintings that are both conceptually rigorous and poetically alive, revolving as 

they do around painting’s contested present context. The work and methodology seem to both 

safeguard and interrogate the medium’s symbolic historical space as well as its capacity for absolute 

presence.  

  

At the Secession R. H. Quaytman will present a new body of work she refers to as An Evening. Chapter 

32. Its point of departure is the painting The Persian Women by the Flemish artist Otto van Veen (1556–

1629) from the collection of Vienna’s Kunsthistorisches Museum. Quaytman helped to fund the 

restoration of this and its partner van Veen painting The Amazons and the Scythians. The Persian 

Women, which will be part of the exhibition, illustrates an anecdote in Plutarch’s Moralia: soldiers of the 
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Persian army encounter their wives, mothers, and daughters as they try to retreat from battle behind the 

city’s walls. Approaching them, the women expose their genitals, shouting, “Whither are you rushing so 

fast, you biggest cowards in the whole world? Surely you cannot, in your flight, slink in here whence you 

came forth.” Mortified by their words, the men turn back to the battle and vanquish the enemy. 

 

The hallmark of Quaytman’s approach is that her work does not merely present discoveries: the process 

of discovery itself becomes part of the compositional structure of the painting, showing that indeed we 

cannot go back to where we came from.  

 

R. H. Quaytman lives and works in New York City. 

 

The exhibition program is conceived by the board of the Secession. 

Curator: Annette Südbeck  

 

 

 

Exhibition cooperations:  

             
The exhibition of R. H. Quaytman was produced in cooperation with Phileas – A Fund for Contemporary 
Art. 
 

 
 

 

Press contact 
Susanne Fernandes Silva 

T. +43 1 587 53 07-10 

F. +43 1 587 53 07-34 

E-Mail: presse@secession.at  

 

secession 
Wiener Secession, Association of Visual Artists 

Friedrichstraße 12, A-1010 Vienna, Austria 

T. +43-1-587 53 07, F. +43-1-587 53 07-34 

office@secession.at, www.secession.at 

Tuesday – Sunday 10 am – 6 pm  

Permanent presentation: Gustav Klimt, Beethoven Frieze 

 

http://www.phileasprojects.org/
http://www.phileasprojects.org/

