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                                Melwitz Folino, Yves Saint Laurent in the Highest, mixed media & black leather, 80x60cm 

 

Memory is central to Ode, and presents a dreamlike journey through the myriad of influences and 
figures that hover at the threshold of Melwitz Folino’s embrace of the present. From the holy figure of 
Yves Saint Laurent, reified as Christ-like not only through playful compositions, but rendered as a highly 
personal, almost father figure for Folino, to the eccentricity of Diana Vreeland, rendered in rich, 
dripping, ruby tones. Ode brings together a procession of central figures in the fashion world, with Saint 
Laurent and Pierre Cardin operating as centerpieces in this parade of memory. For Folino, Ode is 
almost Proustian, in its melding of time, origin stories and rendering of time and place as dream like, 
performing a radical retelling of fashion history, through the self.  
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Ode as an exhibition acts as a contemporary wunderkammer, a white-cubed capsule of objects, stories 
and materials that retell history in fragmented, personal ways. A museum to memory and the self, there 
is something both something celebratory and sombre in this act of telling one’s story through object 
relations. As a fashion historian, Folino becomes the organising principle of this collaged approach to 
fashion history, as eras and designs becomes remade in a personal dreamscape. The viewer, then, is 
invited not only to enter into a world of fashion through time, but to consider the ways in which 
narratives, garment making and identity are formed, unravelled and remade. 
 
In conversation, Folino is quick to emphasise that she works as an illustrator not an artist -- highlighting 
both the technical and material significance of the craft of illustration and her years spent working within 
the field. However, it is the innovative material and personal approach to her work that sets Folino 
apart. Large scale works on paper, with textural collaged surfaces where time, memory and history 
converge, posit a site where something almost religious occurs.  
 
 

                     

Melwitz Folino, White Dame, watercolour paper, collage & pencil, 18x23cm          Melwitz Folino, Anonymous, lightweight drawing paper, collage & black leather, 21x28cm 

 

Melwitz Folino was born in Calabria, Italy and now lives and works in Melbourne. Trained in Art and Design at the 

Prahran College of Technical Education she also has a Diploma of Art History, Textile Design and Graduate 

Diploma in Professional Art Studies. In 1979 she was awarded the Faber Castell Drawing Award and has 

completed commissions in Russia, Egypt and France. She now focuses her time on portfolio project “La Boudoir 

Dada” studio. Folino has worked as a lecturer at CAE and RMIT in drawing, illustration, fashion & textiles as well 

guest lecturing at the Monash Gallery of Art. Her work has been published in Dazed and Confused, New York 

Arts Magazine, Artist Profile, Frankie Magazine and Spinn New York. 
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          Melwitz Folino, Nouveau Man, Canson black mount board, Matisse acrylic & collage, 20x22cm 

 

 

About Anna Pappas Gallery:  

Established in 2003 Anna Pappas Gallery is a leading Australian gallery promoting contemporary artists 

internationally. Gallery Director, Anna Pappas, has a keen interest in artists whose practices challenge not 

only the material conventions of art making, but also the social institutions addressed through their works. 

Anna Pappas Gallery has forged a reputation for outstanding contemporary art projects showcasing leading 

practitioners from Australia and abroad. Representing both established and emerging artists, the gallery 

features those whose works make a significant contribution to the philosophical, creative and cultural 

discourses of our time. 

 

 

For all media enquiries, please contact: 
Chantal Hryniewski at Anna Pappas Gallery (03) 9521 7300 or enquiries@annapappasgallery.com 

Please join us on Facebook (@annapappasgallery), Instagram (@annapappasgallery), and Twitter (annapappasglry) via the 

hashtag #AnnaPappasGallery.  

 


