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FASHION AS ART ONCE AGAIN IN THE SWENSON GALLERY AT THE 
BAKEHOUSE 
Social Fabric(actions)  
 
On view: November 17th – December 30, 2017  
Opening Reception: Thursday, November 17th, 7-10pm 
Featuring: Saadia Khabab & Andrea Spiridonakos  
 
Miami, FL - Curated by Ombretta Agró Andruff for the Baked-in-House Series, Social 
Fabric(actions) brings together the work of two fashion designers in the Bakehouse Swenson 
Gallery.   
 
“We are thrilled to once again present fashion as art, inspired by ubiquitous material culture in 
the east and western abstract painting by two young, emerging talents,” stated Bibi Baloyra, 
Executive Director of the Bakehouse. 
 
Saadia Khabab was born and raised in Doha, Qatar, yet Pakistani heritage has had a 
fundamental influence on her artistic practice. The patterns she used to create her designs pay 
homage to the incredibly rich and complex ‘truck’ art, a Pakistani tradition with an extraordinary 
history dating back to the days of the Raj.   Khabab makes these decorations her own, by 
printing them on cotton and silk, using pleating, draping and other manipulating techniques that 
allow her to enhance some of the colorful patterns, while hiding others.  The clean silhouette 
and neat cuts of her designs stand in contrast with the complexity of the printed patterns, 
creating a fascinating dialogue between folk art and haute-couture. 
 
Miami-based Andrea Spiridonakos’ background as a professional ballerina has informed her 
passion for fashion. The intrinsic dynamism of her collections is a clear testament to her 
fascination and understanding of how the body moves and inhabits the space around it.   
Her creations become wearable sculptures, straddling the line between Fashion and Art; they 
play with the idea of revealing vs. concealing the woman’s body while developing a natural 
balance through asymmetry and irregularity.  The colors and hues featured in these designs are 
loosely inspired by abstract paintings by American artist Brian Rutenberg which Spiridonakos 
saw at Art Basel Miami Beach in 2016. The textiles used are one-of-a-kind individually dyed and 
felted by hand using a variety of felting techniques of raw wool fibers. 
 
The two have been in conversation for over a year, a dialogue that led to the creation of the joint 
installation that welcomes the audience as they approach the gallery, merging the visions of 
these two gifted and unique creative talents. 
 
On Thursday, November 17th, the Bakehouse will host an opening cocktail reception from 7pm 
until 10pm, with a live performance by Andrea Spiridonakos and cellist Jason Calloway at 8pm. 
A conversation with the artists and Adrienne bon Haes will take place on November 28th at 6pm.  



About the Bakehouse 
Founded	in	1985	by	artists	for	artists,	the	Bakehouse	provides	coveted	studio	residencies,	infrastructure,	
and	community	to	enable	the	highest	level	of	artistic	creativity,	development,	and	collaboration	for	the	
most	promising	talent.	Housed	in	a	33,000	ft²	repurposed	1920s	commercial	bakery,	the	Bakehouse	
provides	affordable	studio	space	for	dozens	of	professional	visual	artists,	two	actively	programmed	
exhibition	galleries,	comprehensive	educational	programs,	and	artist	facilities.	More	information	
at	www.bacfl.org.	
		
 


