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C R U S H C U R A T O R I A L is pleased to present: HUNGER, a 
col laborat ion between art ists Johannes DeYoung and Natal ie Westbrook that uses 
mixed media animat ion and instal lat ion to create an environment entangled in 
abstract ion,  fecundi ty and mortal i ty.   The exhibi t ion takes i ts name from Knut 
Hamsun’s seminal  modern novel ,  a story of  an unnamed starving art ist  who wanders 
the urban landscape in search of  fu l f i l lment for  insat iable yearnings.  

L ike Hamsun’s novel ,  DeYoung and Westbrook’s col laborat ion is dr iven by desire.   The 
work explores a longing to reconci le ego, cul ture,  and the natural  wor ld,  and an 
unattainable desire for  sel f -actual izat ion.   DeYoung’s long standing invest igat ion of  
the human psyche dr ives a loose narrat ive structure in which an animated protagonist  
seeks meaningful  encounters wi th nature.   Meanwhi le,  Westbrook’s f renet ic plant 
forms spawn endlessly v ia animated loop, generat ing fert i le environments at  once lush 
and replete,  and in stark contrast  to the protagonist ’s search for psychic nour ishment.   
In a t ime of  heightened cul tural  anomie, the search for psychic sustenance is ever 
more relevant.   HUNGER examines the coexistence of  excess, fer t i l i ty  and depr ivat ion 
in the natural  wor ld as metaphor for  the desires and phenomenology of  contemporary 
c iv ic l i fe.  

NATALIE WESTBROOK  received her BFA from The Cooper Union School  of  Art ,  her MA in 
Cr i t ical  and Curator ia l  Studies f rom the Universi ty of  Louisvi l le,  and her MFA in Paint ing and 
Pr intmaking from the Yale Universi ty School  of  Art .    Recent exhibi t ions include B3 Biennial  of  
the Moving Image in Frankfurt ,  Germany, Essex Flowers and Robert  Mi l ler  Gal lery,  New York,  
NY;   Interstate Projects,  Brooklyn,  NY;  Reynolds Gal lery,  Richmond, VA;  and Co/Lab at  Art  
Plat form Los Angeles,  CA. She received the Haleakala Art ist  in Residence, the Robert  
Schoelkopf Memorial  Travel  Grant,  and the Carol  Schlosberg Memorial  Pr ize for  Excel lence in 
Paint ing.    Her work is held in pr ivate and publ ic col lect ions,  including Markel  Corporat ion,  Red 
Bank, NJ; Capi ta l  One, Richmond, VA; and Art  Bank Program, US Department of  State,  
Washington, DC; and Haleakala Nat ional  Park,  Maui,  HI.  Westbrook current ly teaches courses in 
Paint ing and Drawing at  Yale Universi ty School  of  Art  where she was appointed Lecturer in 
2011.

JOHANNES DEYOUNG is  an art ist  working pr imari ly  in exper imental  computer animat ion,  
moving- image, and pr inted  media.  He received his MFA from the Cranbrook Academy of  Art  in 
2006. His recent exhibi t ions include B3 Biennial  of  the Moving Image in Frankfurt ,  Germany; 
Essex Flowers,  Robert  Mi l ler  Gal lery,  Jeff  Bai ley Gal lery,  Eyebeam, and  Tiger Str ikes 
Asteroid,   in New York,  NY; the Images Fest ival  at  the Art  Gal lery of  Ontar io,  in Toronto,  Canada; 
Pal las Projects,  in Dubl in,  I re land; and Hel l  Gal lery,  in Melbourne, Austral ia.  Publ icat ions 
include The New York Times, The New York Post,  The Huff ington Post,  and Dossier Journal .   
Johannes current ly teaches courses in animat ion and moving- image product ion at  Yale 
Universi ty School  of  Art ,  where he is appointed Senior Cr i t ic  and Director of  the Center for  
Col laborat ive Arts and Media,  and at  the  Yale School  of  Drama, where he is appointed Lecturer 
in Design.
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