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Atrás do Pensamento (After Thought) is the title of Tiago Baptista’s upcoming solo show at gallery 
3+1 Arte Contemporânea.  
 
At first glance the painting of Tiago Baptista (Leiria 1986) is like a sequence of landscapes that 
confront us with images with a powerful cinematographic component, in the sense that each 
painting is like a moment in a narrative within the spectrum of other narratives. Titled Atrás do 
Pensamento (After Thought), the exhibition paradoxically convokes that movement that could be a 
pursuit of reflection and thought as subjective process or, simultaneously, an apparent absurdity 
vis-à-vis the consciousness of the being that thinks itself but chooses another path to free itself 
from the word which, under the aegis of understanding, obstructs it vis-à-vis the objectivity and 
hypothetical value of truth.  
 
The title of the exhibition was ransomed from a sentence by writer Clarice Lispector, in the book 
“Água Viva (Live Water)”, which says the following: “I am after whatever is after thought”. This 
sentence introduces another type of bond in the artist’s work. A bond beyond cinematography, 
consisting of literature and the images gleaned from reading it. Tiago Baptista is a rebellious, 
unbridled, defying reader in the compositional process of constructing his paintings. He is defying 
because, beyond the literary or cinematographic references, acts and modes of doing emerge on 
the different planes of the canvas that only painting is capable of transforming into image, even if 
its signification is hardly available to immediate interpretation. 
 
Various objects, as well as human and anthropomorphic figures, are subject to a transmutation 
that engenders a dystopian, asynchronous movement within the compositional frame, as if we 
were confronted with several dimensions of imagination and memory, the latter being questioned 
and pierced through by symbols, landscapes, constructions or ruins that we recognize in a 
glimpse, but which seem to loose meaning and any bond of verisimilitude with their existence and 
real signification. In its framing, painting as totality reminds us of all that was left out, of all that 
places us in the counterfield of the image that we see.  
 
Ours is the last, but also the first movement to invert the direction of thought and delve into the 
discursive field of his painting; to observe the elements that his painting builds, even those that 
seem accidental, be they geometric, gestural or disproportionate. Even before trying to 
understand them.  

João Silverio, 12.2017 
Translation: Rui Cascais Parada 2017 
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Tiago Baptista (Leiria, 1986) studied Visual Arts at ESAD in Caldas da Rainha. Winner of the 
Amadeo de Souza-Cardoso Acquisition Award 2015 and the Fidelidade Mundial Young Painters 
Award 2009. Main exhibitions include: in 2016 “Obscuro ver” at Edifício do Banco de Portugal, 
Leiria and “Questionamentos” at Palácio Vila Flor in Guimarães and Sala de Arte Joven in Madrid; 
in 2015 “A pequena realidade” at Galeria 3+1, Lisbon; in 2013 “Prémio EDP Novos Artistas” at EDP 
Foundation and Casa da Música, Porto, “Under the influence of” at Jean Cocteau, Berlin; in 2012 
“Tem calma, o teu país está a desaparecer” at Galeria Zé dos Bois, Lisbon; in 2011 “Guimarães Arte 
Contemporânea 2011” at Palácio Vila Flor and Laboratório das Artes, Guimarães; in 2010 “A culpa 
não é minha - Obras da Colecção António Cachola” at Museu Colecção Berardo. In 2013 he did an 
art residency at Culturia in Berlin and since 2010 is artist in residence at Galeria Zé Dos Bois. His 
work is represented in the EDP Foundation Collection; PLMJ Collection; Norlinda and José Lima 
Collection; António Cachola Collection, Elvas Museum of Contemporary Art, Portugal; Colección 
AR2A, La Coruña and Colección Navacerrada, Madrid, Spain, among other international private 
collections. He is the author of self-published comics and posters, such as “Berlim, cidade sem 
sombras” published by Associação Chili Com Carne. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


