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Opening reception for the artist: Friday, February 2, 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

The Ukrainian Institute of America  2 East 79th Street  New York, NY 10075 
tel (212) 288-8660  |  www.ukrainianinstitute.org 

NEW YORK, NY—Art at the Institute is pleased to an-
nounce Moving Forward, an exhibition of recent abstract 
and figurative paintings by Ukrainian multi-media artist 
Les Panchyshyn communicating and connecting with  
an exploratory manifestation he calls “self-identification.”  
His works employ universal organic symbols of his own 
design that transcend time, place and language to appeal  
to the level of the unconscious mind, offering a pathway  
of release from his past and present.  
 
Curated by Walter Hoydysh, PhD and Christina Dnis-
trian, doctoral candidate at the Ivan Franko National 
University of Lviv (Ukraine), this exhibition marks Mr. 
Panchyshyn’s first showing with the Ukrainian Institute  
of America. An opening reception will take place on 
Friday, February 2, from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. 

Three series of canvases will demonstrably link a narrative examining the artist’s conceptual and ironic 
interpretations and reflections on eternity, the past and the future: Space, Forests and Figuration. 

Panchyshyn considers ritual and formal questions while discovering and expressing his own individual 
disposition with the assertion that “moving forward” is essential to one’s evolving development and the 
ultimate realization of dreams. Here, the mind is his subject, not so much the organic shapes and forms 
occupying his canvases. 

The spaces that rise out of these canvases toward the viewer differ from nature and are aligned to the 
nature created in the artist’s mind. Pictorial illusions occur based on the contrast in the size, arrangement, 
and color of the concentric organic symbols and figures, and the concrete substance of paint functions  
as a transparent secondary element that exists merely to support the image. Ultimately, it forms the core  
of an experience that is directly connected to the viewer. 
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By functioning as a structural element that is not only visual but also broaches the tactile, the paint evokes 
both form and its own presence — space and movement in Panchyshyn’s mind. 

Les Panchyshyn was born in Novy Rosdil (Lviv Oblast), Ukraine and later moved to Lviv where attended 
and graduated from the Lviv Academy of Arts. As a practicing photographer and video director, he  
produced work in collaboration with Ukrainian musical groups such as Pikkardiyska Tersiya, Komu Vnyz, 
Antytila, Vivienne Mort, and Rock-H. He has participated in group and solo exhibitions in Ukraine, 
Austria, Canada, Switzerland, and the U.S. Mr. Panchyshyn lives and works in Lviv. 

Exhibition hours: Tuesday to Sunday, 12:00 – 6:00 PM, or by appointment. 

For further information: Please contact Olena Sidlovych, executive director, at (212) 288-8660 or 
mail@ukrainianinstitute.org. 

Image: Les Panchyshyn, The Moonlight, 2015, oil on canvas, 59 x 47 inches. 

About Art at the Institute 

Celebrating its sixty-fourth year of activity, Art at the Institute is the visual arts programming division  
of The Ukrainian Institute of America. Since its establishment in 1955, Art at the Institute organizes  
projects and exhibitions with the aim of providing post-war and contemporary Ukrainian artists a plat-
form for their creative output, presenting it to the broader public on New York’s Museum Mile. These 
heritage projects have included numerous exhibitions of traditional and contemporary art, and topical 
stagings that have become well-received landmark events.  
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