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On August 3, 1811, two mountain goat hunters and two silk ribbon fabricants 
penetrated the pristine white peak of the Jungfrau for the first time with a black flag. 
Unfortunately the flag was too small to be seen from the valley below and so nobody 
believed them, forcing them to reascend the Jungfrau the following year with a larger 
red wax cloth. 

The Enlightenment modelled the high Alpine space as primitive and the Jungfrau 
became an uncivilized terrestrial area. In the summer of 1887, six mountaineers found 
their deaths at the Jungfrau inscribing the mountain with cruelty, "the murderous 
monster," that destroyed all wanderers “in which all opposites of life still lie dormant 
together," "the lurking, enticing kingdom of death”. The Jungfrau became a 
demonically seductive woman, the menacing seductress who polarized the sex struggle. 
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The more overwhelming and majestic the alpine space of uncivilization was formed, the 
greater the triumph of its conquest. 

Potentilla erecta. Mens sana in corpore sano. follows the wanderers to the Jungfrau with 
a sense for its severed mythos, a yawning abyss. 

Margarethe Drexel is an Austrian multi-disciplinary artist currently based in Los Angeles. 
Her work investigates the topic of heritage by raising questions about expectations 
through notions of home, tradition and religion. She creates installations, which are dry-
humored, imbued with art- historical, socio-cultural references, continuously 
questioning the ambiguity of language. 

Influenced by catholic imagery and rituals, Drexel’s art oscillates between the reflections 
on life and death. She directs the spectator through an almost neurotic orchestrated 
space of hand made objects. Each of it functions as a singularity but only as a collective 
they allow a specific reading, yet the entire story will never be revealed. 

Drexel graduated in 2016 from Otis College of Art and Design, Los Angeles in MFA 
Public Practice. Before she studied at the Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna, 
Kunsthochschule Berlin-Weißensee and Saar University of Arts, Saarbrücken, 
Performance, Digital Art and Sculpture and Philosophy and Art History at Leopold 
Franzens University, Innsbruck. 

Her work has been shown at: El Vitrinazo, Bogotá; Sin Espacio, Lugar a Dudas, Cali; 
18th Street Arts Center, Last Projects, Mars - Museum as Retail Space, Bolsky Gallery, 
Los Angeles; Kunsthalle am Hamburger Platz, Funkhaus and Uferhallen, Berlin; 
Folkwang Museum, Essen; Semperdepot, Flat1, Fluc and Kunstverein Extra, Vienna; 
House of Cyprus and Snehta, Athens; Mediterranea 18, Tirana; Caochangdi Gallery, 
Beijing; Drexel received the Academic Excellence Award and International Scholarship 
from Otis, College of Art and Design, Research and Project Grants from Academy of 
Fine Art, Vienna, The Arts and Culture Division of the Federal Chancellery of Austria, 
Austrian Cultural Forum Berlin and Cusanuswerk Bonn. 
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