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*FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE* 

 

Future Perfect presents Charles Lim’s SEA STATE 9: Proclamation 

Gillman Barracks, 47 Malan Rd, #01 - 25, Singapore 109444 

17 - 28 January 2018 

Opening reception: 6-8pm, Fri 26 Jan 

Artist talk: 5:30pm, Sat 27 Jan  

Exhibition hours: Wed - Sun, 12 - 6pm and by appointment 

 

Future Perfect presents SEA STATE 9: Proclamation, an exhibition of new works by the 

acclaimed Singaporean artist, Charles Lim. The show comprises a selection of new pieces from 

the final chapter of Lim's celebrated SEA STATE project (initiated in 2005), revealing the very 

concrete process of nation-building, and its very abstract foundations. 

Charles Lim‟s SEA STATE examines the complex understandings of sea and land in the island 

city-state. With its impressive, hyper-urban edifice, Singapore defines itself by its ability to 

overcome environmental constraints. Its often bold solutions are potent symbols of the nation‟s 
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aspirations, placing it at the forefront of pressing debates around the use of resources, 

environmental change and territorial sovereignty. 

Unlike any other country, Singapore is literally a work-in-progress. Since gaining independence 

in 1965, it has grown by around 30 percent through an epic, state-led land reclamation 

initiative. Whereas in most nations, claims to belonging may be based on the fixed, physical 

reality of „the land,‟ Singapore‟s territorial appeals concern a space that is liquid and abstract. 

The nation‟s landscape is continuously refreshed, along with the past and the future it 

imagines. Lim‟s SEA STATE is a critical index of this process. The project‟s early stages studied 

the dynamic coastal ecology all but effaced by intensive industrial use. More recent iterations, 

such as the artist‟s Singapore Pavilion at the 2015 Venice Biennale, have examined the 

geometry and awesome scale of this total national sculpture. 

Lim‟s latest offering, SEA STATE 9: Proclamation, stems from his research into the process by 

which new land comes into being. Under the colonial Foreshores Act - revised in the 1980s to 

facilitate Singapore‟s rapid expansion - the head of state has the authority to transform 

maritime space into terra firma. Lim zeroes in on this mundane yet magical procedure by which 

sea becomes land and abstract space becomes concrete nation, locating the seams between the 

legal reality and a more plastic, physical one. 

Future Perfect mounted Lim‟s first ever solo exhibition in 2012, followed by his „SEA STATE 3: 

inversion‟ in 2014, both at Gillman Barracks. His ambitious pavilion in Venice was expanded for 

its homecoming show at the NTU Centre for Contemporary Art in 2016. Since then, the artist 

has taken up a stream of international opportunities and gained traction in a regional art 

market not known for rewarding experimental and research-based practices like his. Coinciding 

with Singapore Art Week and Art Stage, this exhibition puts a spotlight on one of the country‟s 

most outstanding artistic innovators. 

 

ABOUT THE ARTIST 

Charles Lim Yi Yong (b. 1973, Singapore) studied Fine Art at Central Saint Martins School of Art 

and Design, London, graduating in 2001. As a former professional and Olympic sailor, Lim‟s 

artistic practice stems from an intimate engagement with the natural world, informed by field 

research and experimentation, drawing, photography and digital video. His long-term SEA STATE 

project, begun in 2005, examines the political and biophysical contours of the nation-state 

through the visible and invisible lenses of the sea. Lim‟s work has been exhibited widely across 

Europe and the Asia- Pacific, at Documenta11 (with the collective tsunamii.net) and Manifesta 

7, at biennials in Shanghai, Singapore and Osaka, and more recently in the Biennale of Sydney, 

Australia, the EVA International in Ireland, and the Aichi Triennale in Japan. His recent solo 

exhibitions have been held at the NTU Centre for Contemporary Art, Singapore (2016) and the 

Johann Jacobs Museum, Zurich (2017), and in 2015 he represented Singapore at the 56th Venice 

Biennale. Lim‟s 2011 film, “All the Lines Flow Out,” premiered at the 68th Venice Film Festival 

where it won a Special Mention Award. His work is held in the collections of the Singapore Art 

Museum, M+ Museum for Visual Culture (Hong Kong), and in private and corporate collections 

around the world. 

 

 

Future Perfect is a contemporary art platform based in Singapore since 2012. Working with an 

international roster of artists, we mount exhibitions as well as providing research and advice for 
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institutions and collectors, drawing on our directors‟ extensive expertise in contemporary art 

from Asia, Australia and beyond. For more information or to make an appointment, please 

contact us on +65 9030 1744 or email futureperfect.asia@gmail.com 


